
Henry VIII
A review of Henry VIII. 
The life and complications 
of a complex and pivotal person 
often misrepresented.



Intro

Hi, I’m Philip Barrington and over the course of the next 3 weeks we will be 
looking at the 2nd Tudor Monarch. We will look at some of the backdrop to his 
reign to help us understand some of what he was about.

We will also look at him through the period as it is clear, not simply that he 
changed the role, but that he was most significantly changed by the monarchy. 

Henry VIII is both saint and sinner. 

He not only changed wives, he was changed by his wives.



Henry VIII - The Good, The Bad and the Ugly

Henry VIII is often portrayed as the quintessential English King. His reign 
changed England forever. Seen as a womaniser, a wife killer, a religious 
reformer, a catholic defender, a party prince, an obese tyrant, a glutton, a scholar, 
a founder of the modern economy, a military strategist, naval commander to 
name a few, and yet none of these is sufficient. The Tudor obsession with 
succession, the fear of disease, and a desire to be loved by all contribute to the 
man who was never going to be King and yet came to believe in the divine right 
of Kings.



Who were the Tudors?



Wars of the Roses
The backdrop to the early Tudor period is found in the 
Wars of the Roses. This describes the power struggle 
of the Houses of York and Lancaster in the pursuit of 
the throne. The Heraldic Symbols are:

○ The White Rose of York
○ The Red Rose of Lancaster

This gave rise to the name The Wars of the Roses.

The height of the struggle for power is in the period 
1455-1487. 









Summary Line
Wars of the Roses

The instability in succession and 
the resources devoted to the 
continual uprisings were major 
setbacks. It follows two 
centuries of the stability of the 
Plantagenet House. More than a 
few nobles lives were wasted in 
the process.

Lancaster
○ Henry IV 1399-1413 13y 172d
○ Henry V 1413-1422   9y 165d
○ Henry VI 1422-1461 38y 186d

 York .
○ Edward IV 1461-1470   9y 214d

Lancaster
○ Henry VI 1470-1471 191d

 York .
○ Edward IV 1471-1483 11y 364d
○ Edward V 1483     78d
○ Richard III 1483-1485   2y 58d



Start of the Tudors



The Wars of the Roses

A period of seventy years marked by 
instability in the line of succession. 

There was a significant desire to 
bring it to an end. Economically it 
was debilitating the nation and the 
nobles knew it.

Yet there is more to the tale. 

Yorkists, especially the Woodvilles 
and the Nevilles, played a key, not 
always helpful, role in this. 

Richard Neville - Earl of Warwick is 
known in history as Warwick the 
Kingmaker. Descended from John of 
Gaunt and Grandfather of Edward IV.



Edward IV
Edward IV was the Son of Richard of York and 
Cecily Neville. He was the paternal and maternal 
great great grandson of Edward III. He married 
Elizabeth Woodville. 

His first reign was marred by outbursts of the Wars 
of the Roses. Following the return to power, any 
Lancastrian claims had all but disappeared - save 
for Henry Tudor in exile.

Edward died of natural causes, leaving his sons 
Edward and Richard (heir and spare) both of whom 
were minors. 



Edward V
Edward V ascended as rightful heir following his 
father’s death. He was 12 years old.

For their protection(?) Edward and his younger 
brother Richard were moved to the Tower.

Richard, Duke of Gloucester and uncle, was the Lord 
Protector. He feared the former Queen was plotting 
to have Edward murdered(?). 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells declared the marriage 
of Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville was invalid 
and the children illegitimate.



Princes in 
the Tower

The disappearance of the princes shocked England.

The evidence is circumstantial. Two who may have 
benefited from their death(?) were Richard and Henry.

Suspicion lies with Richard III, James Tyrell or Henry 
Stafford as Richard’s agents, around 1483.

Various bones have been found over time, but 
nothing is certified as the bones of the Princes.

One story was that Richard escaped to Flanders and 
came back to claim the throne later (Perkin Warbeck).



Richard III
In January 1484, by act of parliament (Titulus 
Regius) Richard III became King. 

The Yorkists were intent on returning Edward to the 
throne, though it was apparent that no-one had seen 
him for some time.

Henry Tudor planned to return and seize the throne. 
In the absence of the princes this was heightened.

Richard III is one of the least loved Kings of England. 
The loss of the princes was not welcome to nobles 
and people alike. At best he failed as Lord Protector.



Henry VII (Tudor)
Henry brought a force with him from Normandy 
landing in southern Wales, where he added to his 
support and travelled North and then East. 

News of the landing reached Richard who prepared 
for battle. English Lords, who are ingenuous at best, 
often wait to see who is winning, then commit. 

Henry Tudor was the underdog in this encounter. 
Luck was with him in terms of which way some of 
the English lined up, and the reasonably early death 
of Richard was a big factor. 



The Battle of 
Bosworth Field

On the 22nd of August 1485 the two forces met, and 
ultimately Richard was slain on the field of battle. 
Shakespeare immortalised it in the line 

A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse

Henry Tudor picked up the crown from the mud of 
Bosworth Field. This was the last time the English 
crown changed as right of conquest.

The site of the battle is not notable, save for the fact 
that the battle happened there.

The house of Tudor had begun.



Henry VII
Henry Tudor was not simply a conqueror, his lineage 
included Welsh nobility, French royalty, and both 
Lancastrian and York affiliations. 

The Tudor Rose, to spell the end of the Wars of the 
Roses, incorporates both red Lancastrian and white 
York roses in a single emblem. He wed Elizabeth of 
York in 1486 (daughter of Edward IV) the elder sister 
of the princes, to further cement the union and claim 
to the throne.

Potential claims to the throne, were a few and dealt 
with in the usual way. (arrest and execution.)



The Tudor Line
The House of Tudor was a result of both planning, 
and opportunity.
 
● The marriage of Margaret Beaufort to Edmund 

Tudor was in order to create a potential claim
● The rise of Edward IV was a threat and Henry 

was moved to Brittany
● The backlash to Richard III - and the doubts 

about the twins provided the opportunity

Despite all this the claim of Henry VII to the throne, 
was weak and the Tudors sought to legitimise their 
claim to the throne and secure the future of line.



Henry VII 
Children

Henry VII and Elizabeth had eight children

1. Arthur 1486-1502 - Prince of Wales (16)
2. Margaret 1489-1541 - Queen of Scots (52)
3. Henry VIII 1491-1547 - King of England (55)
4. Elizabeth 1492-1495 (3)
5. Mary 1496-1533 QFrance (gm Jane Grey) (37)
6. Edward 1498-1499 (1)
7. Edmund 1499-1500 (1)
8. Katherine 1503-1503 (0)

The first born Arthur was their pride and joy. He was 
named for the Arthurian legend of Camelot and Henry 
VII was shattered by his early death. 



Arthur
Arthur embodied the Houses of York and Lancaster. 

Before he was 3 plans were made for his marriage to 
Catherine, daughter of Ferdinand of Aragon and 
Isabella of Castille. Arthur was educated and healthy. 
Isabella had her own claim to the English throne from 
Edward III and John of Gaunt.

They were wed in 1501 and it was followed by the 
last public bedding of English Royalty. 

In 1502 Arthur died, of some sort of virus, more like 
flu than the sweats. He was nearly 16. Henry was 10.



Edward Plantagenet, 

17th Earl of Warwick

Edward Plantagenet, the son of George Plantagenet 
and Isabel Neville. He was the last remaining male 
Plantagenet with a claim to the throne. 

In November 1499 he was beheaded at age 24, on a 
charge of having tried to escape with Perkin Warbeck, 
who had pretended(?) to be Richard Duke of York.

Spain applied pressure for the executions to ensure 
the throne Catherine married into was secure. 

Edward was no threat due to his modest intellectual 
development. Perkin Warbeck was discredited and 
locked in the tower.



Catherine of 
Aragon

Catherine and Arthur’s marriage was political and 
parent made. It cemented an alliance against France 
and enhanced the Tudor claims.

Henry VIII was struck by her when she arrived, exotic 
and not like any English woman he had seen. 

When Arthur died, things paused and arrangements 
were made, or not, much of which concerned dowry.

One option was Henry VIII. In 1504 the Pope issued 
an annulment. Henry VII got Henry VIII to object 
(1505), dependent on the rest of the dowry (1506).



Marriage of Arthur 
to Catherine

On November 14th 1501 Arthur married Catherine of 
Aragon. They met ten days before, though had 
corresponded in Latin for some time, and were 
betrothed in 1489.

The marriage and public bedding cemented the 
strategic alliance with Spain. In the morning Arthur 
declared ‘I have spent all night in Spain’.

They moved to Ludlow Castle in Wales around 
Christmas. Arthur died of a flu-like disease on the 
2nd of April 1502. 

Catherine also was ill but recovered.



Last Years of
Henry VII

Henry VII was dealt a dreadful blow by the death of 
Arthur. This was compounded the following year 
when Elizabeth died ten days after the birth of 
Katherine who died before her mother.

The Court of Henry VII was relatively modest, and 
expenditure was reasonably restrained. Financially, 
on his death, the Kingdom was in good shape, 
however there were some consequences of money 
not being spent where it was needed. 

Equally some taxes raised in excess of what was 
needed, and collected with little charity. 



Henry VIII



Birth of Henry VIII
Henry VIII was born the 3rd child of Henry VII and 
Elizabeth Woodville, at the Palace of Placentia, 
Greenwich, on the 28th of June 1491, and baptised 
at the Friars Observant Chapel. As the 2nd boy he 
was the spare. 

In 1493, at age 2, he became Warden of the Cinque 
Ports and a number of other appointments. The 
reason for these appointments was so the financial 
benefits were retained by the crown. 

He was given a good education excelling in Latin, 
French and Italian.



Henry VIII as 
Brother in Law

Henry VIII was brother-in-law to Catherine of Aragon.

He was 11 when she arrived. The exotic nature of 
the Spanish Court accompanying Catherine 
impressed Henry. Henry and Arthur were great 
mates. Henry and Catherine were friends.

When Arthur died Catherine stayed and was moved 
to London with limited resources. The area she lived 
came to be called after her ‘l'enfant de Castille’ and 
anglicised to Elephant and Castle. 

What to do with Catherine was a big issue, treaties 
and dowries. These were lean years for Catherine.



Henry VII dies
Henry VIII crowned

It seems quite clear that Henry wanted 
to waste no time in his responsibility 
to provide for the nation an heir, and 
probably a spare as well.

So began the Tudor Obsession with 
Succession.

21 April 1509 Henry VII died of tuberculosis after sad 
years following the deaths of Arthur and Elizabeth.

11 June 1509 Henry & Catherine wed at Greenwich

24 June 1509 Henry VIII and Catherine were crowned 
in Westminster Abbey. At 17, he ascended to a role 
for which he had little preparation. 

31 Jan 1510 Unnamed daughter, stillborn. 

1 Jan 1511 Henry Duke of Cornwall, born living.

22 Feb 1511 Henry Duke of Cornwall, dies. 



The Annulment 
Arthur & Catherine

To marry Catherine the marriage to Arthur needed 
annulment. The grounds were non-consummation 
(Dec 1503). But, for what happened later, this would 
be a gloss in history. The battle of the bible verses 
is important in the story. 

Deuteronomy 25:5 
When a brother dies and has no son, his brother 
shall take his wife in marriage.

Leviticus 20:21 
If a man takes his brother’s wife, it is impurity; he 
has uncovered his brother’s nakedness; they shall 
be childless.



Henry, Marriage to 
Catherine of Aragon

 Why did Henry marry Catherine?   .

● Henry contended it was his father’s wish

● It sorted out the dowry problem

● To gain Spain as an ally against the French

● Good genetic alliance for well bred children in 

the Royal Houses of Europe

● Cement the Tudor claim to the throne

● Because he liked/loved her, or thought he would

● Because she was an object of desire and a prize

● Because he wanted to 



Henry VIII 
Becomes King

On the death of his father Henry VIII became King. 
His Father, Henry VII invested much in preparing 
Arthur for the role, and little in getting Henry ready.

51 days after his father’s death Henry wed Catherine. 
13 days later they were crowned King and Queen.

Henry was 17, bright, social, sporting and handsome. 
There was a loosening of the tight grip on money, 
and he was adored and loved. He was cavalier and 
charming, and filled his court with young people and 
parties, and played little role in governance.



Edmund Dudley & 
Richard Empson

One of the things that had been unattractive in that 
later part of Henry VII’s reign were a number of hefty 
taxes that were imposed. 

Dudley and Empson were identified as the people 
charged with the imposition of the tax.

Henry VIII had them arrested on 26 June 1509, and 
charged with ‘constructive treason’. They were 
executed on 17 Aug 1510, 2 days after the wedding.

Politically interesting, as a way of absolving his 
father, and making Henry VIII a friend of the people. 



Chambering
It does seem that Henry was happy to wander early.

In 1510 it is clear he had an affair with with one of 
Henry Stafford’s sister, (?)Anne or Elizabeth, 
possibly while Catherine was in confinement.

Chambering was a major issue in the Court of Henry 
VIII and was subject to much criticism. There were 
other European courts who were probably no better, 
but managed to keep it a bit more discreet. 

Chambering was the Tudor word for what we might 
describe as sleeping around or bed hopping.



Early Battles
In 1510 France was waging war on Venice, and 
Henry was in alliance with Spain and the Holy 
Roman Empire, against the French. Henry’s dream 
was to recapture Aquitaine for England, however it 
proved a disaster.

In 1512 he entered the fray, and the Pope offered 
to crown him the ‘most christian King of France’ if 
he could defeat Louis.

In 1513 Henry invaded France and achieved a 
couple of minor battles of which he made much, 
but history does not.



The Mary Rose
And the Navy

Henry understood the importance of a strong Navy 
for an island nation, and there may be some sense 
of bragging rights  ‘My Navy is bigger than your 
Navy’ attached to it. He certainly wanted to stop the 
French disrupting trade in the English Channel. In 
1509 the Mary Rose was laid out, launched in 1511.

A huge investment, and a massive undertaking, the 
large vessel saw battle from 1511-1516, and after 
repairs in 1522-1524. It was modified in 1537 (20% 
heavier). In 1545, about to engage in battle the Mary 
Rose heaved and sank in Portsmouth Harbour. It 
was recovered in 1982.



Edmund de la Pole
In 1513, Edmund de la Pole was executed at 42 yo. 

As maternal uncle of Edward IV, he had some claim 
to the throne, but had fallen on the wrong side of 
Henry VII.

Henry VII agreed no greater punishment than 
imprisonment. 

Henry VIII did not feel bound by the this and the 
execution was in April 1513, before Henry went to 
France. This ensured there was no claim in his 
absence. The real problem was he was Plantagenet. 



Catherine as 
Regent

As Henry left for France Catherine became the Regent 
of England. The daughter of Isabel and Ferdinand, 
born on campaign, she grew up in a  military house.

James IV of Scotland sought to invade whilst Henry 
was away. Catherine personally prepared and was 
hands-on in the planning and the victory at Flodden.

On the 9th of September 1513, James IV was killed in 
battle, and his tunic was sent to Henry in France as a 
symbol of Henry’s victory.

Catherine earned the respect of the people. Margaret 
(Henry’s older sister) was outraged.



Mary and Louis XII
1513 Oct. As winter grew near in France, Henry made 
peace with Spain sealed with the betrothal of Henry’s 
sister Mary to Ferdinand’s grandson Charles.

1514 Feb. Henry recovered quickly from smallpox.

1514 Apr. Henry learned that Spain was not keeping 
the peace agreed, so he made peace with France 
sealed by the marriage of his sister Mary to the aged 
Louis XII. Henry agreed to Mary’s request that she 
might choose her next husband. 

In Aug 1514  both Anne & Mary Boleyn joined the 
Queen Claude’s French Court.



Mary and Charles 
Brandon

Louis XII died on Jan 1, 1515. Mary was kept long 
enough to be sure she wasn't pregnant. Henry VIII 
sent Charles Brandon to Paris to bring her home.

Afraid Henry may trade her off again Charles and 
Mary married in France without the King’s leave.

In April a treaty with France was renewed. In May, 
for a payment to Henry of £1,000 a year for 24 
years, Mary and Charles returned to England.

On the 11th of March 1516 they had a son and 
named him Henry.



Tudor Progress
The Tudor Court often went ‘on progress’, where the 
Court would move from place to place in the country.

1. The sweats ravaged communities, London in 
summer was dangerous.

2. The Court was huge and consumed lots of food 
and basically ate themselves out of home.

3. It was a great Public Relations exercise asserting 
authority and bestowing favour.

4. It had a sense of holiday, and entertainment went 
with the court.

Henry was concerned with his own health, possibly 
partly due to Arthur’s untimely death.



Catherine’s known 
Pregnancies

1. Jan 1510 - stillborn girl

2. Jan 1511 - Henry Duke of Cornwall d 22 Feb

3. Nov 1513 - stillborn boy

4. Jan 1515 - stillborn boy

5. Feb 1516 - Mary Tudor

6. ??? 1517 - miscarriage

7. Nov 1518 - girl, lived a few hours

This was not to be Henry’s fault, so it had to be 
either Catherine, or God. Modern medical science 
would be more likely to see the problem with Henry.



23 Years and 
11 Months

The Marriage to Catherine of Aragon lasted 23 
years and 11 months and was the longest, 71% of 
his married life. Henry did stray a little, perhaps 
because he could. Catherine and Henry shared a 
deep commitment to the Church, Catherine was a 
member of the 3rd order of St Francis. 

So what went wrong?
● Lack of a male heir led Henry to believe that 

the marriage displeased God.
● No clear line risked the House ending in a 

renewal the Wars of the Roses.
● Anne Boleyn said ‘no’ as she did not want to 

be a footnote in history.



The Evil Day in May
Londoners had become increasingly hostile towards 
foreigners in the capital. It was claimed they stole 
jobs and took English resources and food. During the 
1517 May Day celebrations, riots broke out. They 
went on into the night and the King sent instructions 
for Norfolk to raise an army to stop the riots.

On May 5, 279 people were charged with treason, 15 
with inciting riot and condemned to be executed.

This economic disquiet was the young King’s first 
real problem at home. Henry encouraged trade and 
saw prosperity for England in being part of Europe. 



Martin Luther
Meanwhile, on 31st October 1517 in Germany, 
Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five theses to the 
door of the church in Wittenberg. 

His protest was against the sale of indulgences by 
the Catholic church as fundraising for the new 
basilica, St Peter’s in Rome.

This is generally marked as the beginning of the 
Reformation. 

Whilst there were other moments this is 
undoubtedly one of the significant markers.



Start of the end of 
the marriage

The end of the marriage to Catherine of Aragon 
happened over time. The miscarriage toward the end 
of 1518, may have marked the beginning of the end 
in terms of hope of producing a male heir. 

Bessie Blount was pregnant and was delivered of a 
male child in June of 1519, Henry Fitzroy.

1524-5 physicians found Catherine was unlikely to 
fall pregnant again. By 1526 Anne Boleyn was on the 
scene.

He was married to Catherine till May 1533. It may 
have lost its charm, but it was a long way from over. 



Bessie Blount
Elizabeth Blount was one of the most significant 
affairs of Henry VIII. She was maid in waiting to 
Catherine. She was attractive and caught Henry’s 
eye. She was mistress from 1514 to about 1521.

On the 15th of June 1519 she gave birth to the 
acknowledged illegitimate son of Henry VIII, Henry 
Fitzroy. We don’t know why the affair ended, but 
soon after Henry had an affair with Mary Boleyn.

Bessie was no great influence. Henry arranged for 
her to marry Gilbert Talboys. The couple were given 
generous gifts of land and money. 



Thomas More
In July 1518 Thomas More, long term friend of 
Henry became the King’s secretary, giving up his 
legal practice for the post.

Henry first met More and his great friend Erasmus 
as a child, when Henry VII arranged the meeting in 
1499. 

Both Erasmus in his book In Praise of Folly and 
More in his work Utopia sought change from 
within the Catholic Church.

Wolsey became the Bishop of Bath and Wells.



Alliances
The marriage of Arthur and Catherine was predicated 
on a strong alliance with Spain against France.

Following a lack-lustre campaign waged with Spain 
against France,  Henry was played by Ferdinand. It 
was expensive for England, and the spoils went to 
Spain. Henry was clearly beginning to wonder about 
the alliance, and the wisdom of it.

October 2, 1518 with input from Wolsey, the Treaty of 
London, a non-aggression pact was agreed.

Mary (2) was betrothed to Henri, Dauphin of France.



1520.1
In 1520 Nicholas Kratzer, the King’s astronomer, 
made the first polyhedral sundial.

From February Wolsey took control of arrangements 
for a summit between Henry and Francis I. The 
meeting took place in the no-man’s land between 
English Guisnes and French Ardres.

In Spring an agreement was made with Scotland that 
the Scots would not invade during the summit.

In May Margaret Pole, Countess of Salisbury,  was 
given charge of Princess Mary’s household.



May 1520
secret diplomacy 

On May 25 Henry and a court of 6,000 reached 
Canterbury. He was to meet Charles V HRE before 
crossing.

27th May Henry and Catherine met Charles V. It was 
the first time that Catherine met her nephew. Henry 
and Charles had secret talks which were followed by 
a banquet and dancing.

29th May Charles left England. A further meeting 
between Henry and Charles was to take place at 
Gravelines after the summit with Francis I.



Look at Me
30-31 May, Henry and the royal court crossed the 
Channel. A total of 27 ships were needed to take 
everyone across the Channel.

5th June, The English court left Calais for Guisnes.

June 6, Wolsey rode in procession to the French 
court at Ardres, attended by 100 archers, 50 
gentlemen ushers and number of priests.

7th June, Henry and Francis met. Both kings were 
attended by a large retinue and both were grandly 
dressed in rich cloth and jewels. The Kings 
embraced warmly and ratified the treaty of London.



The Field of 
Cloth of Gold

June 1520, was a two and a half week diplomatic 
triumph, in the fields near Calais. Henry VIII and 
Catherine from Dover, and Francis from Paris, to 
display and outdo each other in wealth and glory.

Everyone was intent on outshining. Alongside the 
meetings were feasts and jousts, and ended with a 
Mass on June 23 where both took a part.

It was dazzling and elaborate PR exercise of the 
grandest proportions, and it achieved, in the grand 
scheme of things, little. Charles V HRE declared war 
on France in 1521, and Henry joined the fray again.



Assertio Septem 
Sacramentorum

In May 1521 Henry completed his book Assertio 
Septem Sacramentorum (Defence of the Seven 
Sacraments) against the teachings of Martin Luther. 
The 30,000 word book was written in Latin and 
bound with cloth of gold.

Whilst Henry may have written it on his own, it is 
most likely that Thomas More had a hand, and 
maybe a couple of other clerics. 

In October 1521 it was presented to the Pope, and 
the Pope conferred on Henry and his successors 
the Title ‘Fidei Defensor’, Defender of the Faith.



Edward Stafford, 
Duke of Buckingham

On the 17th of May 1521, Edward Stafford, Duke of 
Buckingham, was executed for treason. Found 
guilty of plotting to take the throne, as a popular 
figure, his execution was not well received by many.

He was well connected, nephew of Elizabeth 
Woodville, close to the Plantagenets, well received 
among the Nobles. His children married - Pole, 
Howard, Neville & Neville (all old families). 

Thomas More argued the evidence was hearsay. He 
may have been guilty, or Henry may have simply felt 
threatened, or was opening a door for Henry Fitzroy.



The Boleyn Girls
In January 1522 Anne Boleyn returned from France 
and joined Catherine’s Court.

Mary Boleyn was the King’s mistress. She had 
returned from the French Court earlier than Anne 
following problems with the French King. 

June 19 1522 the Treaty of Windsor with Spain 
extended the Treaty of Bruges of 25 August 1521. 
Princess Mary (5) and Charles V (22) were formally 
betrothed in the presence of the English court.

For most of 1522 Henry was at war with France, 
and a number of raids continued. 



1523
In Jan 1523 Henry proposed a 16 year truce with 
Scotland provided that Albany remain in France and 
a marriage between James V and Princess Mary be 
made to seal the treaty. Scotland refused.

In April 1523 parliament was summoned for the 
first time in 8 years to approve taxation to fund the 
forthcoming invasion of France.

In Autumn they attacked France, bringing English 
troops to the outskirts of Paris where they were 
repelled and returned to Calais and then England.

There was also fighting on the Scottish border. 



Some Secrets
In Autumn 1523 Thomas Wolsey discovered that 
Henry Percy had a secret betrothal to Anne Boleyn. 
Percy was already betrothed to Mary Talbot, and 
was forbidden to see Anne Boleyn and sent back to 
Northumberland to marry Mary Talbot. 

Anne Boleyn was furious and swore to seek revenge 
on Wolsey. Their relationship never recovered.

Wolsey was also disappointed that Charles V, who 
had promised support for him, had instead backed 
the Medici family candidate, Pope Clement.



Bourbon

Early in 1524 Henry started to doubt the marriage. 
He had begun secret peace talks with France.

The Duke of Bourbon was conducting raids on 
Marseilles and wanted the English to attack from 
the North, which Henry declined, partly because he 
did not trust him, partly because he didn’t have the 
cash, and also as he was in secret peace talks. 

In July Henry helped Margaret secure the Scottish 
throne for 12 years old James V. Scotland and 
England began to talk peace and possible marriage.



1525
In the early part of 1525 Anne Boleyn made an 
impact in court and with the poet, Thomas Wyatt.

A letter from the Spanish to the French suggesting 
an alliance to defeat England was intercepted.

In March a new tax ‘amicable grant’ was levied to 
fund war against France, but the people rebelled. It 
was revoked in April.

Charles V (Spain) pressed Henry to send Mary and 
the dowry, and ultimately renounced it and 
announced his marriage to Isabella of Portugal.



Richmond and 
Somerset

On the 16th of June 1525 Henry Fitzroy who was 6 
years old was made the First Duke of Richmond, and 
Somerset, Earl of Salisbury.

This announced that Henry could father a son. It 
also opened the way, in light of his lack of a living 
brother that a noble bastard might inherit the throne.

Certainly it gave the child a dignity and an income he 
might otherwise not have had, and it most certainly 
put Catherine’s nose out of joint.

In a way this was Henry’s backup plan for a male 
line of succession, if nothing else worked.



Mary to Ludlow

In August 1525 Princess Mary (9) was sent to 
Ludlow to establish her own court in the Welsh 
marches. Catherine was upset that her daughter 
was to be sent away from London.

August 1525 The Treaty of the More, a collection 
of five treaties settled peace with France.

On the 29th September Thomas More was 
appointed Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.

Tyndale's New Testament in English began to 
appear.



No Henry, No
In Feb 1526 Henry asked Anne Boleyn to become 
his mistress.

She said No, and there was none more surprised 
than Henry VIII. 

Anne Boleyn had been at court in France, Belgium 
and England. She knew how things went down. Her 
sister Mary Boleyn had been the fancy of two kings 
and had simply been sent to the country.

She argued that she would only give up her 
virginity to the man she married. She was also 
quite fond of Thomas Wyatt - the Court Poet.



The Pursuit
In March 1526 Thomas Wyatt was sent on a 
diplomatic mission to Italy. (we wonder why!)

In March heretical books were burned at St Paul’s. 
These included Tyndale’s New Testament.

Anne spent summer in Hever Castle, the family 
home, to avoid the King’s attention. Henry wrote 
many letters and visited. 

By this stage Henry’s affection was known by 
some. It is clear that not everyone knew, but the 
idea was beginning to get around.



Peace with France 
gets sidetracked

Key on the agenda for 1527 was peace with 
France. Extensions were made to Greenwich 
Palace to impress the French.

In March the Bishop of Tarbes questioned the 
validity of Henry’s marriage - and consequently 
also the legitimacy of Mary.

Henry felt he had to show either

1. The annulment was wrong on technicality
2. The Pope exceeded his authority in granting it
3. Or get Catherine to agree to enter a convent.



Loaded Bases 
The Sack of Rome

Spring 1527, Anne Boleyn returned to court, and 
new apartments, jewels and robes. She accepted 
Henry’s offer to marry once he divorced Catherine.

The 6th of May the sack of Rome by the forces of 
Charles V and Bourbon meant the Pope was under 
the control of Charles V (Catherine’s nephew).

Wolseley convened an ecclesiastical court to nullify 
the marriage. In light of the possible overturning of 
a decision by the Pope they decided the matter 
should be sent to Rome. 

Catherine learned of Henry’s intent to divorce.



Fisher and More 
oppose divorce

Commissioners were sent to the Pope with three 
options:

● Dispensation to send Catherine to a convent
● Dispensation for Henry to take a 2nd wife
● Grant Wolsey power to try it in England

John Fisher (much venerated Bishop of Rochester) 
announced he was against an annulment.

Henry and Catherine faced off on the subject.

Thomas More told Henry he believed the marriage 
was lawful.



July- Aug 1527
Catherine wrote to Charles V asking for help to get 
Henry to change his mind, or to ensure the Pope 
heard the case in Rome. 

Wolsey met with Francois II (French) and discussed 
the possibility of a French bride.

Henry and Anne spent August in Beaulieu and the 
word spread. The popular mind was for Catherine.

Wolsey now realised the full extent of Henry’s intent 
and that he must now work for Anne whom he well 
knew had sworn revenge on him.



The Knight Mission
In September 1527 the Bishop of Bath and Wells,  
William Knight, was sent to Rome to ask the Pope 
for a dispensation for Henry to marry Anne despite 
his earlier relationship with Mary.

Many blamed a poor harvest of Anne and Wolsey.

Wolsey detained Knight on his way to Rome. Henry 
realised Wolsey was working on his own agenda.

Charles the V exerted pressure on the Pope.

In December the Pope received Knight and declined 
the annulment.



Prelude to the 
Legatine Court

In January 1528 Wolsey received a commission 
from the Pope to try the King’s marriage in 
England, but not pass judgement. Wolsey asked 
the Legate Campeggio be sent to pass judgement 
on the case and in March the Pope agreed.

Anne Boleyn was jeered in the streets. War broke 
out with the Netherlands. By June there was much 
privation, due to the poor season and the trade loss 
due to the war with the Dutch.

Catherine won the support of the crowd. Cardinal 
Campeggio arrived in Dover in late September.



October 1528
Campeggio told Wolsey he would not hear the case 
until he had tried to reconcile the couple. The Pope 
had asked him to do all he could to delay the case.

Catherine chose William Wareham AB of C as her 
legal council along with John Fisher and others. She 
also announced she had a copy of the dispensation 
of 1504 that allowed her to marry Henry.

Henry told Campeggio he would accept nothing but 
annulment while Catherine told him she would not 
enter a convent and would only accept judgment 
from the Pope.



November  - 
December 1528

Wolsey told Catherine that he wanted to see the 
original dispensation which was in Spain.

Catherine was isolated from many including her 
daughter Mary.

Wolsey was seen less at court.

Campeggio noted with concern that Lutheran 
material was available in England, and that Anne 
Boleyn was helping Henry see the benefits of 
reform, the greed of some clerics, and the 
importance of a King’s right to rule.



January 1529
May 1529

In January 1529 Bishop Stephen Gardiner was sent 
to Rome to suggest to the Pope that if the court did 
not find for Henry, then Henry would renounce his 
allegiance to the Pope.

Catherine wrote to the Pope to appeal the authority 
of the Legatine Court.

In May the Legatine Court began at Blackfriars and 
Henry and Catherine were summoned to appear on 
June 18th.

On the 16th of June Catherine made a formal 
protest against the Legatine Court to Rome.



Legatine Court 
June 1529

On June 18 Catherine was received at the Legatine 
Court with applause. She protested the Court. Both 
parties were told to reappear on the 21st.

On the 21st Henry spoke of his fear that the lack of 
a male heir was evidence of God’s displeasure as he 
had married his brother’s widow. 

Catherine, in reply, made a very moving speech 
asserting the validity of her present marriage. She 
knelt at Henry’s feet. She asked Henry to bear 
witness she was a virgin on their wedding night. 



Catherine Leaves 
Court

Catherine said she did not recognise the authority 
of the court and asked that the case to be referred 
to Rome. 

This was refused, so she turned and walked out of 
the court. Catherine was declared in contempt of 
court and a citation was made calling for her to 
return on 25th June, which she did not do.

Henry ordered the legates to visit Catherine and 
persuade her to submit to his wishes. Catherine, 
despite their persuasions, maintained her belief in 
the legitimacy of her marriage.



Commission 
Revoked

On the 16th of July 1529 Pope Clement revoked 
the Legatine Court’s Commission and on the 23rd 
of July, the Court assembled in Blackfriars and 
announced it would adjourn until October in Rome.

Henry walked out of court.

In August Henry VIII received a summons to 
appear before the Roman Curia. 

In September Cranmer advised Henry he believed 
the matter should be heard by doctors of theology 
at the universities in England.



Praemunire
In 1353 Richard II had passed through parliament 
the Statute of Praemunire. The purpose was to 
ensure that foreign powers, and especially the 
Pope, did not overrule English Kings or justice.

This made it illegal to refer English Causes to the 
Pope, if the King objected. 

This was revisited in the Act for the Restraint in 
Appeals in 1532, with the same intent.

This was finally repealed in 1967 in the lead up to 
Britain joining the European Common Market.



Wolsey’s 
fall from Grace

Henry tired of Wolsey’s lack of speed in resolving 
the matter, and he was charged with praemunire.

Wolsey pleaded guilty and forfeited York Palace - 
which soon was to become the Palace of Whitehall. 

Wolsey surrendered the great seal. Thomas More 
was appointed Chancellor - which More agreed to 
so long as he was not involved in the King’s divorce. 

Wolsey was stripped of every office save that of 
Archbishop of York.



Rounding Out 1529
The ‘reformation parliament’ passed acts that 
limited the Church and added costs to the Church.

Anne argued with Henry over the delay, reminding 
him they would have a family by now, if not for the 
delay. Perhaps at 28 she was aware of the clock. 
York Palace was renamed Whitehall and 
renovations begun for Anne. 

Thomas Boleyn was made the Earl of Wiltshire.

Catherine was ordered to leave Greenwich for 
Richmond. Henry told Catherine that if the Pope 
forbade it, he would divorce her anyway. 



Death of Wolsey
In March 1530 Wolsey was ordered to York.

The Pope instructed no-one should venture an 
opinion on the King’s marriage. In June various 
Universities in Europe did venture opinions and 
those that found for Henry were well rewarded.

In November Henry discovered Wolsey was 
working against Anne, and a warrant was issued 
for his arrest. He died on route to London.

Anne organised a masque called ‘the Cardinal’s 
going to Hell’. This displeased Henry.



Act of Supremacy
Jan 1531 Clement told Henry to leave Anne.

On the 11th of February an Act was passed 
proclaiming Henry was Supreme Head of the Church 
in England. The Pope was now to be referred to as 
the Bishop of Rome.

Henry ordered his embassy in Rome to tell the Pope 
that if he continued to summon him to Rome he 
would destroy papal authority in England.

In August Catherine was ordered to leave Windsor.

Henry gave the Christmas present back.



Conditional 
Restraint

21 March 1532 the act of Conditional Restraint of 
Annates was passed. Updated Praemunire.

This limited the transmission of revenue to Rome 
to 5% of the net income of any beniface. It also 
provided that an Archbishop could consecrate a 
Bishop and two Bishops could consecrate an 
Archbishop.

England was a significant contributor to Rome.

Catherine was ordered to leave the More and 
move to Bishop’s Hatfield in Hertfordshire. 



Act of Submission
The Act of Submission was passed on the 15th of 
May, 1532.

1. Clergy make no new laws
2. All existing church law to be reviewed
3. Convocation not to meet without permission

All clergy were required to sign.

On the 16th of May, 1532 Thomas More resigned 
as Chancellor, on the grounds of ill health.

Thomas Audley was appointed Chancellor.



Archbishops of 
Canterbury

John Morton, 1486 to 15 Sept 1500 translated from 
Ely; cardinal; Lord Chancellor; died in office

Thomas Langton, Jan 1501 to 27 Jan 1501 Bishop 
of Winchester; died 5 days after being chosen

Henry Deane, 1501 to 15 Feb 1503 translated from 
Salisbury; died in office

William Warham, 1503 to 22 Aug 1532 translated 
from London; Lord Chancellor; accepting the schism 
with Rome 1531

Thomas Cranmer, 1533 to 21 Mar 1556 Archdeacon 
of Taunton; openly protestant from 1547; put to 
death by burning



Archbishop 
William Warham

In June 1532 Archbishop William Warham was 
served with a notice on praemunire. 

Warham had signed the act of submission, yet 
made it clear he would not sanction acts of 
parliament against the authority of the Church.

It was perhaps a long bow, however there was a 
mood to show who was in charge. In the end it 
was not heard as Warham died on August 23.

Warham had really sought to find a middle way 
through this period.



Thomas Cranmer
In January 1532 Cranmer was appointed as 
ambassador to Rome. In July he married Margarete, 
niece of Osiander and he moved in a Lutheran 
direction. He did not set aside his priestly vows, or 
simply retain Margarete as his mistress.

In September he became Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The papal nuncio was happy to oblige with all the 
approvals as he was under instructions to keep 
Henry happy and avoid a final separation. 

Cranmer was consecrated on the 30 March 1533.



So while all this 
was happening

1 September 1532 Anne was made Marquess of 
Pembroke (Henry VII’s birthplace) - the first time a 
hereditary title was bestowed on a woman. 

Catherine moved to Enfield and less comfortable 
housing. 

Anne and Henry began to live as husband and wife.  
In October they went to Calais with Henry Fitzroy 
and about 600 others to finalise an Anglo French 
Treaty to protect Europe from the Turk.

Henry Fitzroy stayed in France for his education. 
On return Anne told Henry she was pregnant.



Secret Marriage to 
Anne

On the 25th of January 1533 secretly in King’s 
Chapel Whitehall, Henry and Anne were married by 
Dr Rowland Lee, one of the royal chaplains who 
subsequently became the Bishop of Coventry and 
Lichfield, and Lord President of the Marches.

In February Catherine was moved to Ampthill, 
further out of town. 

In April 1533 Convocation decided that Catherine's 
marriage to Arthur had been consummated, and 
that the Pope did not have the authority to lay 
aside scripture to allow the marriage to Henry VIII. 



Act in Restraint 
of Appeals

In April 1533, the act in Restraint of Appeals, the 
work of Cranmer, forbade appeals to foreign 
tribunals in spiritual, revenue and testament cases. 

All spiritual and secular jurisdiction was the ultimate 
responsibility of the King.

The Pope had no power to intervene in England. 

The marriage was announced and Catherine was 
told her new title was Princess Dowager of Wales.

In May, Jane Seymour, Anne Boleyn’s 2nd cousin, 
joined her court.  



Annulment and
Coronation & Baby

On the 23rd of May 1533 Thomas Cranmer 
annulled the marriage of Catherine and Henry.

On the 28th of May Thomas Cranmer announced 
the marriage of Anne and Henry to be legal.

On the 1st of June 1533 Anne was crowned 
Queen of England in Westminster. 

In late July Catherine was moved to Buckden in 
Huntingdonshire (further still out of town).

7th of September Elizabeth was born at Windsor. 
Henry would have preferred a boy.



The Act Against 
Peter’s Pence

In early 1534 the Act forbade the payments which 
had been made to Rome since the conquest and 
also forbade the sale of indulgences in England. 

Whilst this had begun, perhaps as a voluntary 
contribution in the pre-conquest days, by the time 
of the Tudors it was a tax, and a significant 
outflow of cash from the Kingdom.

This might have been one of the most significant 
rifts in the relationship. Until this Act England was 
a good source of income for Rome.



Act of Succession
1534

24 March the Act removed Mary from the line of 
succession and settled succession on the 
children of Henry and Anne. 

The Act also required an oath be taken by all his 
councilors and their households to uphold the 
succession.

Failure to take the oath was to be treated as an 
Act of Treason. 

In April, Catherine, John Fisher and Thomas More 
all refused to take the oath.



Arrest of More and 
Fisher

Thomas More and John Fisher were arrested on 
the 17th of April 1534, and taken to the Tower. 
They were found guilty of treason.

Around May Henry order that all references to the 
Pope be deleted from Prayer Books.

In June Catherine was moved to Kimbolton Castle 
- further out of town, and all visitors now required 
a licence from the King.

Mary protested the loss of the title princess, and 
Anne had a stillborn child, kept secret.



Friars Observant
Round June 1534 the small order of Friars Observant 
was closed and Father Forest from Greenwich was 
sent to the Tower. The assets of the seven houses 
were attainted to the King. An idea was hatched. 
Forest, confessor and confident of Catherine, was an 
opponent of the King’s Supremacy. 

The rest of 1534 saw a number of acts to 
consolidate Henry’s position.

● Act of Supremacy - extending 1531 Act
● Treasons Act - for denying the King’s titles
● Attainer for all of More’s property



Thomas Cromwell
In January 1535 Thomas Cromwell was made 
Vicar General Vice Regent in Spirituals, which 
gave him authority over the monasteries.

In February Henry had an affair with Madge 
Shelton - Anne Boleyn’s cousin.

In June, Fisher, and in July, More, were beheaded 
for treason. Numbers of monastics were also 
beheaded for not signing the oath of supremacy. 

There was also increasing concern in Europe 
about what was happening in England.



Miles Coverdale -  
Matthew’s Bible

In October 1535 the first edition of the whole Bible 
in English was presented, and Henry decreed that 
it should be actively circulated among the people.

In November Henry began courting Jane Seymour.  

Anne discovered she was pregnant again and 
realised a great deal rested on her being able to 
carry this baby to term.

In December, Catherine fell ill, and the Spanish 
ambassador was given leave to visit her. 



Death of Catherine
On the 2nd of January 1536 the Spanish 
ambassador visited Catherine, by the King’s leave.

On the 5th of January Maria de Salinas forced her 
way into the castle to visit Catherine.

On the 7th of January Catherine died, probably 
from cancer, though the popular mind suggested 
that Anne had poisoned her. 

She was buried at Peterborough Abbey following 
a  service by the Bishop of Rochester. 



The King’s Fall
On the 24th of January 1536, between Catherine’s 
death and her burial, Henry had a fall from his horse 
during a joust. He was unconscious for about two 
hours. 

The fall caused a head injury that left him more bad 
tempered than before. It also opened up an old leg 
injury that would plague him for the rest of his life.

It is possible that at 45, and given to like his food, 
he was getting too old to play like a young man. 
Nobody wanted to tell him that.

On the 29th of January Anne miscarried.



1536 Acts
Act of Union unified England and Wales, dividing 
the marshes into 7 counties, each to send a knight 
to parliament, and all business to be in English.

Rome Act which decreed the end of any vestige of 
power the Pope might have in England.

Act for punishment of vagabonds and beggars 
who were required to work or be whipped or have 
part of their ear removed.

Closure of the Monasteries for the closure of any 
house whose revenue was less than 200 pounds.



The End of 
Anne Boleyn

In Spring 1536 Thomas Cromwell collected 
evidence against Anne, including affairs with 
George Boleyn, Henry Norris, Francis Weston, 
William Brereton and Mark Smeaton, and that they 
had plotted to kill the King. Anne was also charged 
with making fun of the King.

● They were tried, found guilty and beheaded on 
the 17th of May in the sight of Anne. 

● On the 18th Cranmer found the marriage void.
● On the 19th she was executed by the sword.
● On the 20th Henry announced his betrothal to 

Jane Seymour at Hampton Court.



Length of 
Marriages

➢ Catherine of Aragon - 23 years 11 months 
Annulled on the ground of brother’s wife

➢ Anne Boleyn - 2 years 11 months  
Beheaded for infidelity, incest and witchcraft

➢ Jane Seymour - 1 year 4 months 
Died following childbirth

➢ Anne of Cleves - 6 months
Annulled on grounds of prior betrothal

➢ Katherine Howard - 1 year 3 months
Beheaded for adultery

➢ Catherine Parr - 3 years 6 months
Marriage ended on death of Henry.





Wives 
Ages at Marriage

It seems as Henry aged so the 
women he found attractive grew 
younger. 

1. Catherine of Aragon was 23
Henry was 18 (5 years junior)

2. Anne Boleyn was 26
Henry was 42 (16 years senior)

3. Jane Seymour was 28
Henry was 45 (17 years senior)

4. Anne of Cleves 24
Henry was 49 (25 years senior)

5. Katherine Howard was 18
Henry was 49 (31 years senior)

6. Catherine Parr 31
Henry was 52 (21 years senior)



Jane Seymour
On the 30th of May 1536 Henry VIII married Jane 
Seymour in Queen’s Closet at Whitehall. 

On the 4th of June she was proclaimed Queen in a 
ceremony at Greenwich, though never crowned. 
This may have been kept as the prize for a son. 

Jane worked for a restoration of family with Mary 
and Elizabeth. Not as clever or well educated as 
Catherine and Anne, she was a great deal kinder.

Mary relented and signed the act of supremacy 
and returned to court.



Act of Suppression
Act of Succession

In June 1536 Cromwell brought the Act of 
Suppression to Parliament. All monastic houses 
with an income of less than 200 pounds were to 
be closed, and the assets attained by the King. 
Displaced abbots and abbesses were to be paid 
a pension. Monks and nuns could join a larger 
house or simply return to secular life.

In July the earlier Act of Succession was 
replaced by a new one that decreed succession 
to the children of Henry and Jane.

Elizabeth, as Mary had, lost the title Princess.



The Ten Articles

The 10 Articles, published by 
Cranmer in 1536 read more as a 
Catholic list than a reformed 
document. Articles 1, 5 and 10 
offered limited support to 
reformed theology.

It suggests that Cranmer had not 
moved far in the reformed 
direction by 1536, or that he was 
restrained by the King.

1. Authority of Bible, 3 Creeds, 4 Councils
2. Baptism necessary for salvation
3. Confession expedient and necessary
4. Transubstantiation
5. Justification by faith joined with charity and 

obedience
6. Use of Images
7. Honouring Saints and Virgin Mary
8. Invocation of Saints
9. Vestments, Holy Water, Candlemass and Ash 

Wednesday all good and laudable
10. Purgatory and Prayers for the dead a 

non-essential doctrine



The Pilgrimage 
of Grace 1536

This was a rebellion (perhaps a civil protest) 
against the closure of the monasteries. It began in 
Louth on 1 October 1536, when the commissioners 
arrived to inspect the Church. 

They burned the commissioners books, and then 
sent a letter of grievance to the King and 30,000 
marched towards Lincoln. They were unarmed.

Now numbering 50,000 a proclamation came from 
the King ordering them to disband.  

Armed forces were despatched from London, and 
the group disbanded.



Robert Aske
On October 13 a large group of Yorkshiremen with 
Robert Aske leading, sent a new set of grievances 
to the King.

October 24 Aske led 30,000 folk in Doncaster. The 
Duke of Norfolk was sent to deal with the crisis. 
For lack of resources, Norfolk agreed to take the 
demands to the King, so the group disbanded.

Jane suggested Henry restore some monasteries. 

On the 6th of December the rebels were offered a 
pardon and Aske safe passage to London till Jan 5.



Christmas to end 
of the Pilgrimage

Aske met with the King, who offered to visit 
Yorkshire, and pass such acts to meet the 
demands. By mid January Aske realised the King 
was not serious. Henry ordered Norfolk to reek 
havoc and executions to bring the people into line.

In March 1537 Norfolk presided over a great Assize. 
Some nobles and 50 monks and nuns were 
executed. In May Aske was found guilty of treason.

In April Jane told Henry that she was pregnant.

In July Aske was chained to a scaffold and left to 
die of starvation and exposure. 



Edward Born and 
Jane Dies

In the Summer of 1537, Henry’s leg played up, and 
he grew quite fat.

In August 1537 Tyndale’s Bible was issued and was 
placed in all the Churches of the land.

On 12th October at Hampton Court Jane gave birth 
to Edward after a difficult labour. This was 4 days 
after Henry’s niece gave birth to a girl, Jane Grey. 
Edward was Henry’s last child.

On the 16th, Jane took ill and died on the 24th, due 
to birth complications. She was buried in Windsor 
on October 12. Henry asked to be buried next to her.



Post Jane Seymour
This is a complicated period. Henry now had the 
prize, a male heir, and had lost Jane, for whom he 
had much affection.

The closure of the monasteries was completed in 
this time. Some thought was given to a new wife.

Cromwell, in May 1538, met a German delegation 
for an alliance with a Protestant nation. Catherine’s 
confessor was executed on his return from Rome.

Henry grew fat, and the Poles were arrested as 
Henry now realised Reginald Pole was against him.



Knock Down
Knock Back

In September 1538 Henry ordered the shrine of 
Thomas Becket in Canterbury be destroyed and 
prohibited the celebration of the Saint’s feast day.

On October 7, 1538 Christina of Denmark (16) 
received Henry’s proposal of marriage. She 
turned him down saying that he rid himself of 
Queens so quickly that he could not be trusted.

In December three Pole brothers were charged 
with treason, Geoffrey pleaded guilty & was 
pardoned, while Henry and Arthur executed. 

Margaret Pole remained in the Tower, uncharged.



1539
The news of the Pole executions shocked Europe. 
There was talk of a Catholic invasion of England.   
In February, Henry ordered the shoring up of the 
defences of the southern coastline.

In March Robert Barnes and Nicholas Wotton (both 
clerics of a reformed mind) were sent to Germany 
to look at the prospects of the Cleves girls. 

All men of 17 outside London were compelled to 
military training. An attainder against York (the 
Poles, Nevilles and Aske) with assets forfeited to 
the King.



Holbein
50 Foreign Ships appeared in the channel.

In April 1539 the court painter, Hans Holbein was 
sent to Germany to paint the Cleves girls. His 
painting of Anne of Cleves may well have shown 
her more attractive than she was in the flesh. 16th 
century artists did not need photoshop!

Henry also procured a large shipment of 
gunpowder from Germany in May.

Also in May there was a grand review of 16,000 
Men of Arms in London



The Six Articles
1. Transubstantiation was not to be denied
2. Communion of one kind for the laity
3. Members of the clergy to remain celibate
4. Religious vows were to be permanent
5. Private masses were to be made available
6. Auricular confession was to be used

May 1539 The 6 Articles forced through parliament. 
Henry was retreating from reform, and showing 
Europe that England was still Catholic, without a 
Pope. Cromwell & Cranmer lost ground.

Cranmer sent his wife and children abroad.



2nd Half of 1539
A number of castles were built on the South Coast.

Arrangements for the marriage of Henry and Anne 
of Cleves went ahead. 

Philip of Bavaria offered his hand in marriage to 
Mary however this collapsed and he went home.

Anne of Cleves arrived in December at Deal in Kent.

On January 1, 1540 Henry rode to Canterbury and 
saw Anne for the 1st time and was horrified. He 
left the present, but returned without meeting her.



Politics and 
Marriage

On Jan 2, 1540 Henry confronted Cromwell. Henry 
felt he had been sold a dud. The bride in the flesh 
did not meet the expectations of the Holbein image.

The political ramifications with Germany were such 
that Henry was trapped. 

On January 3 Anne of Cleves arrived in London.

On January 6 Henry and Anne married in the chapel 
at Greenwich Palace. The service was followed by a 
sumptuous banquet, the marriage was not 
consummated.



Cleves - Out
Howard - In

In March Henry told the Council that he could not 
consummate the marriage because of a pre-contract 
between Anne and the Duke of Lorraine.

The conservatives arranged for Henry to meet with 
Katherine Howard. At 15, she was vivacious and 
attractive and quickly became a regular at court.

In June 1540 a bill of attainder was drawn up against 
Cromwell. He was arrested and sent to the tower. 
Anne moved to Richmond and Katherine to Lambeth.

In July the marriage was ruled invalid, Anne got a 
pension of £4000 and a couple of houses (Lewes).



Marriage and 
Execution

28 July 1540 at the Palace of Oatlands, Henry and 
Katherine Howard married.

On the same day Thomas Cromwell was beheaded 
at the Tower of London before a large crowd. It is 
unkind to suggest that Cromwell was executed 
because Anne was ugly yet the political situation 
prevented Henry from executing Anne.

The feasting and festivities for the marriage 
carried on for a month. Katherine was much to the 
liking of the court and Henry. All seemed well in 
Henry’s world, except health and an ulcerous leg.



Margaret Pole 
Countess of Salisbury

1541 Henry’s leg gave him trouble. He was given 
to dark times and didn’t leave his room for days.

In April there was a Yorkshire uprising led by John 
Neville. Fearing a Plantagenet return Henry 
ordered the execution of Margaret Pole. 

Margaret Pole was 67, her real crime was that she 
was a Plantagenet. She posed no threat to Henry. 
She was no fan of the tyrant that Henry had 
become. Her son, Reginald Pole became the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury when Mary, whose 
household Margaret had served, became Queen.



The Great 
Bible

In May of 1541 by proclamation Coverdale’s 
Great Bible was made available to all people. 
This was a major setback to the conservatives.

Henry and Katherine went to Yorkshire on 
progress, partly to reassert things after the 
uprising, as the Howards were a northern family. 
The leaders of the rebellion were executed.

Francis Derehem became the Queen’s secretary. 
Katherine did not want this as he knew too much 
of her past. He took liberties with her causing 
trouble in the household. 



Trouble for 
Katherine

In September 1541 Henry and Katherine travelled 
to York again to meet James V. James was a no 
show.  Katherine did catch up with her former 
lover, Thomas Culpeper.

Cranmer came by certain knowledge regarding 
Katherine and Henry Manox and Katherine and 
Francis Derehem.

In November Henry was told of the three 
relationships, and Katherine was told she was to 
be charged with treason. 

In December Culpeper & Derehem were executed.



High Treason
Of the 16th of January 1542 an act was passed 
that made it a treasonable offence for an unchaste 
woman to marry the King without revealing it.

Kathryn Howard and Lady Rochford (who knew all 
and in whose house the encounter happened) were 
charged with High Treason the same day.

On the 13th of February they were beheaded. 

Henry’s girth continued to expand and his 
ulcerated leg continued to give Henry much 
trouble.



1542
By the middle of 1542 the French were causing 
more trouble in the channel for fishermen. 
Anti-french sentiment ran higher than usual.

In August Henry planned an attack on Scotland, 
and the force he sent was driven back, whilst 
Henry accused the Scots of being the aggressors.

In September James V asked for peace, and the 
negotiations broke down when James refused to 
travel south of York, and Henry refused the travel.

In October Henry proposed a peace deal with the 
French against the Spanish.



Battle of 
Solway Moss

On the 24th of October, encouraged by Cardinal 
Beaton, Papal Legate to Scotland, James V led a 
force of 10,000 into England against a force of 
3,000 English soldiers. 

The Scots were badly organised and got trapped 
in the soggy ground of Solway Moss.

This was a resounding victory for the English.



December 1542
8th December, Mary Guise, James V’s wife gave 
birth to a daughter, Mary (Mary, Queen of Scots).

14th December, James V died at Falkland. So Mary, 
at the age of 6 days became the Queen of Scotland. 

21st December, 20 captured nobles from Solway 
Moss were placed in the custody of English nobles. 
Earl Aaran, 2nd in line to the throne took the 
Regency with the backing of the Lairds.

Jan 1 1543, the nobles were returned and Henry 
said as next of kin, he would not exercise control of 
Scotland while the child was on the throne.



Scotland and 
France

Moves were made in 1543 to help the Earl of 
Arran keep a pro-English outlook in Scotland. 

The French had already sent troops to support 
the pro-Catholic Lairds.

Charles V and Henry offered France peace in 
exchange for giving up the French alliance with 
Turkey, repaying Charles for the cost of the war 
with Turkey, and giving Boulogne to England as 
security.



At Home
On the 16th of February 1543 Henry gave a gift of 
pleats and sleeves to Catherine Parr whose 
husband was dying.

On March 2 Lord Latimer died, leaving Catherine 
wealthy and free. She stayed at court, for her friend 
Thomas Seymour, Jane Seymour’s brother. 

In May Henry, noticing the friendship, appointed 
Thomas Seymour as permanent ambassador to 
the Regent of the Netherlands. 

It was clear that Catherine Parr had been noticed 
by the King.



Bible Reading Act
In Spring of 1543 the Bible Reading Act passed.

In Church, the Bible was to be read by persons 
appointed by the King. At home, merchants and 
gentlemen were to read it for themselves and 
families. Other women, apprentices, serving men 
and persons of base degree were not to read it at 
all.

For his foray into reform Henry seems to have seen 
some limitations. In some sense was trying to put 
the genie back in the bottle. This transition also 
matched some of Luther’s attitudes in later life.



England and 
Scotland

In April 1543 Henry suggested a match between 
Elizabeth and the Earl of Arran's Son. 

The Earl declined it as he did not want his son 
brought up in the English Court.

On the 1st of July the Treaty of Greenwich 
proposed a marriage between Mary Queen of 
Scots and Edward, with Mary coming to England 
when she was ten years of age. 



Catherine Parr
In July Henry proposed to Catherine Parr, a 
devout reformed person, and they were married in 
the Privy Chapel at Hampton Court. Catherine had 
no alternative but to accept.

In August Henry agreed to Catherine’s request 
that the three children might be brought to court, 
and that she might take charge of their education 
(under good protestant tutors).

In October Edward began his education in 
classics, theology, languages, maths, grammar 
and science, as well as gentlemanly pursuits & 
sport.



Family Portrait 
Commissioned 

In Dec 1543 Cardinal Beaton regained power in 
Scotland. He renewed the French Alliance, and 
repudiated the Treaty of Greenwich. Henry took 
this personally and ordered an attack on Scotland.

In January 1544 Henry commissioned a painting of 
the family. Catherine Parr sat for the portrait, along 
with Henry and the children. Catherine sat unaware 
that she was to be replaced by Jane Seymour. She 
was quite quiet when she saw it.

England and Spain agreed to attack France in the 
following year.



The Holbein Family Portrait.



France, Scotland 
and Succession

In January 1544 Henry shocked the council and 
announced he would lead the English the army in 
France. Most doubted his capacity.

Later Henry heard the Scots intended to attack 
England, so he ordered preparations as well.

On the 7th of February 1544 an Act of Succession, 
set the new order as Edward, Mary, Elizabeth. 

The Scots moved Queen Mary to a safe location.

In May the Treasury was so broke they debased 
the coinage and sold plate.



Burning Holyrood 
Siege of Boulogne

On May 7, 1544 Lord Hertford led a raid on 
Edinburgh and burned Holyrood House.

On July 7 Henry told Council that Catherine would 
be Regent while he was in France.

July 14, 40,000 men of arms led by Henry crossed 
to Calais. On July 25, they were led out by Henry in 
full battle armour, and on July 28 they set siege to 
Boulogne. On Sept 13 the English took Boulogne.

Charles V ran out of cash, quit the field & made 
peace with France leaving Henry out in the cold.



1544-45
On September 30, 1544 Henry returned in triumph.  

Henry, with a new found vigour went hunting. 

In October 1544 Thomas Seymour was appointed 
Lord-High Admiral, to keep him away from court.

In January 1545 a new system of beacons on the 
Southern coast was set up at 3 mile intervals. 

In February the Scots had a victory over the English 
and William Evers was captured. 

In March Henry took ill with a fever, and his leg.



France becomes 
the problem

In March 1545 a new order against heretics 
(Lutherism) was launched and 23 people were 
arrested, including Anne Askew who had visited 
(?) Catherine’s court.

In June France sent troops to support the Scots, 
and solidified the alliance with Spain, sent 50,000 
troops to lay siege on Boulogne and manned 200 
ships in the channel to attack England.

Henry went to Portsmouth to control the 
anti-invasionary force. The French Fleet dropped 
anchor off the Isle of Wight.  



The Battle of the 
Solent

19th July 1545 The English Fleet left Portsmouth 
to meet the French. Henry and the Privy Council 
assembled to watch them leave.

The Mary Rose as she left the Harbour made a 
sharp turn, heaved and sank, with a mere 35 
survivors. The rest of the fleet proceeded and 
were successful in beating back the French. 

In the days following the French took some 
positions on the Isle of Wight but then lost them 
and at Seaford in Sussex they were also repelled.

On July 28 the French ships returned to France.



1545 Continues
The English purse continued to be lean. Attempts 
to raise the Mary Rose failed. 

Several skirmishes took place, and Henry built a 
new park at Whitehall so he could go hunting. 

There had been three poor harvests, people were 
doing it tough, and questioned financing Boulogne 
under siege while people were hungry at home.

Diplomatic talks broke down. The French wanted 
Boulogne and the Spanish didn’t want marriages 
for Mary or Elizabeth as they were illegitimate.



Catherine In Print
On the 6th of November 1545, with Henry’s full 
knowledge and assent Catherine Parr issued in 
her own name a collection of prayers and 
meditations.

Catherine’s faith was a good deal more reformed 
than the King’s. In December, conservatives, 
Gardiner in particular, attempted to bring about 
the downfall of Henry’s sixth wife, pointing out the 
protestants around her in her court, 

In February of 1546 she was connected with Anne 
Askew, however this was not shown to be true.



Battle of St Etienne
January 7, 1546 in the Battle of St Etienne the 
French force of 4000 overcame 2000 English 
soldiers with the loss of 220 English lives.

In May 1546 peace talks began with France, and 
ultimately it came down to if France repaid 
England 2 Million Crowns by Michaelmas 1554 
England would return Boulogne, or Boulogne 
would remain English. Also required was that 
England not attack Scotland, unless provoked.

On the 13th of June peace was proclaimed in 
London.



Anne Askew and 
moves afoot

June 1546 Anne Askew was tortured in the tower 
by Wriothesley. Despite having both her legs broken 
on the wrack, she refused to incriminate the Queen, 
or recant her protestant beliefs.

On the 16th of July 1546 Anne Askew was burnt at 
the stake. A sympathiser had arranged for a barrel 
of gunpowder to be hung around her neck, which 
exploded as soon as the fire was lit.

In August Henry was unwell. Catherine made a 
small progress in London. Gardiner got the King’s 
permission to draw up articles against the Queen.



Case Dismissed
By mid August 1546 the building of a case against 
Catherine had begun. The ladies in waiting were 
questioned, especially in relation to books in the 
Queen’s possession and discussed in her court. 

An arrest warrant was drawn up against Catherine, 
and one of the ladies in waiting got wind of it. All 
banned books in the Queen’s library were removed, 
and then Catherine explained to the King that she 
only discussed religion with him in order to help 
him divert his attention from the pain in his leg.

When Wriothesley arrived with the warrant, the 
King dismissed him and told him he was a fool.



Health Receding
The king’s health got worse, and in September 
1546 hoists were built to lift Henry to the upper 
levels. From November he was carried 
everywhere.

Some further rivalry between the Catholic and 
Reformed sections ensued, and the Duke of 
Norfolk’s Son, the Earl of Surrey, was accused of 
not observing Lent. On the 12th of December they 
were both arrested and sent to the Tower.

On Christmas Eve the Court was closed, save for 
the Privy Council, and on December 30 Henry VIII 
dictated his will.



Royal Arms 
On the 7th of January 1547 Norfolk and Surrey 
were charged with displaying Royal Arms.

They were displaying the Arms of Edward the 
Confessor within their own arms. This connection 
with the House of Wessex was something the 
Howards had done for some generations.

On the 19th of January 1547 Henry Howard, Earl 
of Surrey was beheaded on Tower Hill.

His Father’s execution was set for the following 
week, the 28th of January 1547.



Regency Council
On the 23rd of January 1547 Henry revealed the 
names of the Regency Council to facilitate the 
transfer of power following his death.

Edward Seymour, elder brother of Jane Seymour, 
and the heir, Edward’s uncle, was to be the Lord 
Protector of the Realm.

There does seem to be something cyclic in this 
part of history and one can but wonder if Henry 
reflected on what happened the last time an uncle 
was the Lord Protector. 



Death
On January 26, 1547 Henry called Catherine to his 
bedside to say goodbye.

On Jan 27 Henry called for his confessor, (Thomas 
Cranmer) and took Holy Communion. He also saw 
Lady Mary and asked her to take care of Edward.

On January 28, 1547 at 2.00 am Henry died.

As was the custom, all imprisoned in the Tower 
were pardoned, including Thomas Howard, the 
third Duke of Norfolk whose execution had been 
scheduled for that very day.



Proclamation
Early in the Morning of January 28 1547, Thomas 
Seymour, Lord Protector of all England rode out to 
collect Edward and return with him to London and 
proclaim him Edward VI, King of England.

An Uncle, Lord Protector, for the second time in a 
century, has ridden to collect the nephew, a minor 
and heir to the throne.

On February 16, 1546, Henry VIII was laid to rest 
next to Jane Seymour at St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor, in accordance with his wishes. 



Popes (a)
Innocent VIII, 29 Aug 1484 – 25 July 1492 Italian. 
Appointed Tomás de Torquemada. Endorsed the 
prosecution of witchcraft in the bull Summis 
desiderantes affectibus (1484) Inquisition.

Alexander VI, 11 Aug 1492 –18 Aug 1503 Spanish; 
Nephew of Callixtus III; father to Cesare Borgia and 
Lucrezia Borgia. Divided the extra-European world 
between Spain and Portugal in the bull Inter caetera 
(1493). No Alexander V due to the antipope.

Pius III, 22 Sept 1503 –18 Oct 1503 Italian. Nephew 
of Pius II. Founded the Piccolomini Library in Siena.



Popes (b)
Julius II, 31 Oct 1503 –21 Feb 1513 Italian. Nephew of 
Sixtus IV; called 5th Lateran Council (1512). Took 
control of the Papal States. Ordered Michelangelo to 
paint the Sistine Chapel ceiling. Ordered the rebuilding 
of St Peter's Basilica.

Leo X 9 March 1513 –1 Dec 1521 Italian. Son of 
Lorenzo the Magnificent (Medici). Closed 5th Lateran 
Council. Granted indulgences to those who donated to 
rebuild St. Peter's; excommunicated Martin Luther 
(1521). Extended the Spanish Inquisition to Portugal.

Adrian VI, 9 Jan 1522 –14 Sept 1523 Only Dutch pope; 
last non-Italian until 1978. Tutor of Emperor Charles V. 



Popes (c)
Clement VII 26 Nov 1523 –25 Sept 1534 Italian; 
(Medici) Cousin of Leo X. Rome plundered by 
imperial troops. Forbade the divorce of Henry VIII; 
crowned Charles V as emperor at Bologna (1530). 
His niece was married to the future Henry II of 
France. Ordered Michelangelo to paint The Last 
Judgment in the Sistine Chapel.

Paul III 13 Oct 1534 –10 Nov 1549 Italian. Opened 
Council of Trent (1545). Illegitimate son became the 
first Duke of Parma. Decreed final excommunication 
of Henry VIII. Appointed Michelangelo to supervise 
construction of St. Peter's Basilica (1546).



Henry VIII
the spare who became a 
legendary, if fickle King



Some of Henry VIII’s 

greatest legacies are 

things he didn’t mean to do.



Thanks!
Thanks for being part of this 
presentation on the life and 
times of Henry VIII.

We know a great deal about him, 
yet sadly many are prepared to 
reduce him to a couple of things.

Please feel free to hang a 
question mark over anything 
presented.

I hope you enjoyed it.


